
State and Tribal 

Collaborations on Infectious 

Disease Threats

Kristy K. Bradley, DVM, MPH

State Epidemiologist & State Public Health Veterinarian

Oklahoma State Department of Health 





Collaboration - é..         
is working together to achieve a 

goal. It is a recursive process 

where two or more people or 

organizations work together to 

realize shared goals. This is 

more than the intersection of 

common goals seen in 

cooperative ventures, but a 

deep, collective, determination 

to reach an identical objective.

From Wikipedia.org



Tribal Relations in Oklahoma:

Strengths
Â Health care infrastructure (IHS, tribal hospitals and medical 

clinics) providing accessible preventive medical care and 

treatment to American Indians

Â History of community integration and partnerships

Â Good working relationships between OSDH and Intertribal 

Health Board

Â Weekly participation of epidemiologists from Tribal Epi Center 

and OK Area IHS office in weekly communicable disease 

surveillance meeting

Â Access & use of PHIDDO disease reporting system by all tribal 

& IHS medical facilities

Â Access and diagnostic support from Public Health Laboratory



Public Health Domains

Â Planning & Preparedness 

Â Surveillance

Â Epidemiologic investigation and response

Â Prevention and Control

Â Research



Planning and Preparedness



Pandemic Influenza Planning and 

Preparedness

× 2008: Collaboration to promote development of 

pandemic influenza response plans

Á State provided funding and training

Á Outcome: 30 completed tribal plans

× 2012: Tribal Summit planned with invitations to 

all 39 sovereign tribes in state

ÁPromote development of all-hazards public health & 

medical emergency response plans that integrate all 

event-specific plans maintained by the tribes



Hospital Preparedness Planning

Â CDC grant funding used to enhance emergency 

response capabilities by Oklahoma hospitals, 

including tribal and IHS hospitals

Â interoperable communications

Â fatality management

Â PPE caches, decontamination

Â evacuation/shelter-in-place planning

Â bed availability tracking and reporting

Â NIMS compliance

Â medical volunteer management


