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Knowing Your Audience

Knowing your audience is key to making a successful presentation.  Will you be presenting to people who live on the reservation or tribal lands? Will they have experience in the health field, or will they be community members interested in starting a coalition? Are they all members of one particular tribe? Are they all familiar with working in Indian Country? 

These are some key questions that you need to ask yourself before you start your presentation because it will likely change the way in which you present. We tend to automatically adjust our language to ensure we communicate our message in the best manner for the audience. For instance, when talking with a young child we tend to use lighter language and smaller words that are easy to comprehend. When talking or presenting to doctors or physicians we would likely use longer sentences and more formal language. We change what we say or the way in which we communicate because we know our audience prior to presenting. You will most likely have an idea of who is going to be there based on participation sign-ups, or other things such as where the presentation is being held. 

While you are going to want to prepare for the anticipated age group in which you will be presenting for, know that your audience can change without notice. Remember that changing your language custom to your audience is going to benefit the effectiveness of your presentation. Additionally, you must prepare for an audience you are not expecting, i.e. you prepare yourself for a young group of teenagers to present on bike safety, but when it comes time for the presentation the average age is eight years old. You have to prepare for the unexpected and know that 8 year olds are going to relate and remember different things than teenagers. 

Listed are some example questions that you may want to address before or while creating your presentation: 

What is the audience hoping to accomplish by implementing the Injury Prevention toolkit? 

What are their likely experiences with Injury Prevention activities? 
What goals or outcomes do they hope to achieve and how will they measure success?  

Is this a grass roots effort or is this hoped to become a long term sustainable program?

Who are the key players in the community that you will need buy-in from?

Does this effort involve changing policy in the tribal community?[image: image1.png]










